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  2     From the President 

From the President
Seldom can a university honor a decorated and distinguished military hero, political statesman 
and rights advocate. We had that pleasure this fall when we unveiled a bronze statue of 
Washburn alumnus Sen. Bob Dole on campus.

After his upbringing in Russell, Kansas, he served in the Army during World War II where he 
was critically wounded and permanently disabled – an experience that transformed his life. 
After a three-year recovery, he came to Washburn to earn bachelor and law degrees before 
beginning a life of public service. The GI Bill made his education possible, and he never forgot 
that when he fought in Congress to protect and enhance veteran services. He also helped pass 
the Americans with Disabilities Act. His willingness to break through political division will long 
be remembered and hopefully serve as a benchmark for those in public service.

My wife, Susan, and I were present when Congress presented Sen. Dole the highest civilian 
honor the United States can bestow, the Congressional Gold Medal. Sen. Dole has made 
America a better place for all Americans, and we could not be prouder to call him an Ichabod.

Examples of similar service are featured in this edition of The Ichabod, like in the story of 
women’s sports celebrating 50 years at Washburn University. Coaches and student-athletes made 
dramatic contributions to Washburn, enduring tough times to set the building blocks for what 
we see now – an Athletic Department that gives young women and men a chance to perform at 
their physical best, bring pride to our university and succeed in the classroom.

You’ll read about France Hoang, an alumnus who escaped Vietnam as a child, became an 
American citizen and has since worked in all three branches of the federal government. We are 
proud of his service. We also feature Marti Graves, an alumna who raised a family and built a 
career while working toward her degree for 23 years. Her message to others is to keep going, no 
matter what.

You’ll also read about the Concurrent Enrollment Partnership, an opportunity for Shawnee 
County high school students to start their Washburn education early. Some have earned enough 
credits to enter Washburn as sophomores. With determination and ambitious goals, many 
become strong leaders in their chosen fields. We encourage you to consider CEP if you have 
family members in high school.

As you read about Sen. Dole and others, we hope you have the same pride I have in knowing 
Ichabods are determined and service-oriented in all they do.
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Service to All
Dole displays humility, humor, tears as statue unveiled

By Angela Lutz

Even two decades after leaving politics, Sen. Bob Dole 
can still draw a crowd.

On an unseasonably cool, windy morning, more than 
250 people gathered on the lawn in front of Carnegie 
Hall on Sept. 28, 2018, waiting for a larger-than-life 
statue of the Kansan and Washburn alumnus to be 
unveiled on the Washburn University campus. 

Wearing a black suit over a sharp red vest, 95-year-old 
Dole, ba ’52, jd ’52, h ’69, h ’85, was joined by his wife, 
Elizabeth, a former North Carolina senator, former 
Kansas Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, and other family, 
friends and dignitaries. Washburn President Jerry 
Farley gave Dole a warm welcome home to his alma 
mater, where he earned his bachelor of arts and juris 
doctor in the 1950s. 

“We could not be prouder to call you an alumnus of 
this university,” Farley said to Dole. “You have made 
America a better place for all Americans, and we here 
at Washburn are grateful for your support of this 
University. We are honored to have this statue on  
our campus.”

The bronze statue, which took Omaha-based artist 
John Lajba more than seven months to complete, faces 
north on a pedestal near the main Carnegie entrance 
and depicts a smiling Dole standing and gazing 
proudly into the distance. It was funded by gifts to 
Washburn from Dole’s friends, John Pinegar, ba ’82, 
and Doug and Kathleen, bba ’84, Smith, whom Dole 
offered a humble, heartfelt thanks that showed his 
wit and sense of humor are still as astute as when he 

A statue of Sen. Bob Dole was unveiled Sept. 28, 2018, in front of more than 250 people who applauded his 
statesmanship and valor throughout his military and congressional career. Photo by Doug Stremel
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hit the campaign trail as the Republican presidential 
nominee in 1996.

Though most current Washburn students had not been 
born yet when Dole was at the height of his political 
prowess, Farley hopes the statue inspires them. He 
said it captures the spirit of one of the University’s 
most distinguished alumni and represents values like 
determination, integrity and service Dole learned 
growing up in Russell, Kansas. His rural background 
is familiar to many Washburn students.

In addition to his political career, Dole is a decorated 
World War II veteran, having earned two Purple Hearts 
for injuries he sustained while trying to assist  
a fallen soldier. In 2018, Dole received a Congressional 
Gold Medal for his military service, as well as his 
advocacy for disabled individuals and veterans. Though 
two-thirds approval is required to award the medal, 
Dole received backing from every U.S. senator. 

Dole also earned the Washburn University School 
of Law Alumni Association’s Distinguished Service 
Award in 1981 and Lifetime Achievement Award in 
2007. Washburn Law features the Robert J. Dole 
Center for Law and Government and a scholarship in 
his name for law students with disabilities. Washburn 
conferred on him an honorary doctor of laws in 1969 
and an honorary doctor of civil law in 1985.

“This statue here on our campus will be a reminder of 
the importance of public service, but most of all we 
hope it serves as a reminder to students, and all who 
pass, of the importance of finding common ground 
and working together to serve and solve our difficulties 
and our differences,” Farley said. “Sen. Dole focused 
on doing just that during his career in public service.”

In addition to the value of friendship, bipartisan 
statesmanship was another recurring theme in  
Farley and Dole’s remarks, with both men touching  
on the challenges of navigating today’s divisive 
political climate.

“We seem to have lost our motivation to talk with 
one another and not be shouting at one another all 
the time,” Farley said. “I think that (Dole) has been a 
statesman, and he has been a person of reason.”

Among the several things Dole said that garnered 
applause was when he mentioned a commitment to all 
Kansans while he served in congress for 35 years.

“Once you’re elected, you serve the people,” Dole 
added. “You don’t serve just members of your party; 
you serve everyone in your state. That was very 
important to me – I believed in bipartisanship. We 
don’t have all the wisdom in our party, and they don’t 
have all the wisdom in their party, but if we work 
together, we can work out a pretty good compromise.”

During his speech, Dole became emotional and 
even choked up a bit when discussing his friendships 
with Pinegar and the Smiths, saying he didn’t feel he 
deserved such an honor.

"I'm very proud and very humbled by my friends, and 
I don't know what else to say,” Dole said. The audience 
interjected with another round of applause as he 
choked up. He answered with a trademark joke.

“I hope that young people who pass this way will 
recognize that if you study hard and apply yourselves, 
you can probably get another statue on the campus.” 

Sen. Bob Dole, ba ’52, jd ’52, h ’69, h ’85, posed with 
his wife, Sen. Elizabeth Dole (left), who served North 
Carolina, and Sen. Nancy Kassebaum, who served 
Kansas. Photo by Doug Stremel

To watch a video and see photos of the event,  
visit wualumni.org/dolestatue



Visiting the Lorraine Motel in Memphis, Tennessee, 
where Martin Luther King Jr. was assassinated, or 
standing on the bridge in Selma, Alabama, where the 
Bloody Sunday attack happened, Mallory Lutz was 
on the kind of trip a history major on the verge of 
graduating college might be taking.

Instead, Lutz, ba ’18, was in her first year at 
Washburn. Thanks to participation during high school 
in the Concurrent Enrollment Partnership, Lutz 
entered Washburn with enough college credits to earn 
a degree in three years.

“I was able to come in my first year at Washburn and 
take 300 level history classes,” said the 2015 Shawnee 
Heights High School, Tecumseh, Kansas, graduate. 
“That opened the door to going to conferences earlier 
and presenting research earlier.”

CEP also allowed her to take the civil rights trip put 
on by Bruce Mactavish, associate dean, College of Arts 
and Sciences, and Connie Gibbons, director, Mulvane 
Art Museum.

“That was just so eye-opening for me because 
everything I learned and experienced on that trip I 
think about on a daily basis,” said Lutz, who’s now 
a park guide at the Brown v. Board of Education 
National Historic Site in Topeka.

CEP lets Kansas high school students take classes 
for college credits while challenging themselves 
academically and experiencing the rigor of college 
courses. CEP classes taken in Shawnee County high 
schools are administered by Washburn at half-price 
tuition. Washburn seeks qualified high school teachers 
who have 18 hours in the discipline with a master’s 
degree or are on a path to earn a master’s degree. 
Washburn faculty approve each course syllabus to 
make sure they are parallel to the ones on campus.

“For students, they’re starting college and developing a 
Washburn transcript that can carry forth,” Mactavish 
said. “They’re hopefully developing the habits that can 
help them be successful.”

The history classes gave Lutz her biggest boost.

“CEP teachers were able to push me and grade me 
through the lens of a college professor instead of a 
high school teacher,” Lutz said. “They said, ‘You’re 
going to be writing 10 to 20-page history papers. Let’s 
practice that now instead of waiting until college.’”

Her high school counselor, Laurie Crimmins, b ed ’87, 
said Shawnee Heights takes pride in the program and 
helping students excel into college.

“We know with good planning, students can map 
out a course of study and fulfill both high school and 
college requirements,” she said. “The best students 
are taking six or nine hours of concurrent enrollment 
classes a semester. I hope some of these kids see they 
can get 30-some hours in at Washburn. With a good 
ACT score and GPA, they can hopefully earn a 
scholarship and be done in three years.”

High School Ichabods
Concurrent enrollment lets high schoolers take college courses at half price

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Mallory Lutz, ba '18, graduated from Washburn in 
three years after taking advantage of CEP classes in 
high school. Photo by Jeremy Wangler
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CEP also has advantages for students who are unsure 
if they will be able to succeed when they get to college.

“The rigor works well for the students,” Mactavish 
said. “They’re doing this with the safety net and 
support of their family, the high school and good high 
school teachers. They’re beginning that path toward 
college and earning a degree.”

For Washburn, the benefit is a chance to introduce 
students to life as an Ichabod and cultivate 
homegrown talent.

“We have made it a priority in our recruitment plan,” 
said Richard Liedtke, executive director, enrollment 
management, Washburn University. “It allows 
academically motivated students to take the next 
step in challenging themselves with a college-level 
curriculum and get a taste of what college classes are 
like. We have seen tremendous growth in the last 
couple of years, and I believe more families should 
take advantage of this opportunity.”

Students taking at least one CEP course through 
Washburn increased 53 percent in the last six years. 
Washburn enrolls more CEP students than all the 

Kansas Board of Regents schools combined. Topeka 
West High School Principal Dustin Dick said his CEP 
enrollment has doubled in his five years.

“This fall alone, I think Topeka West families saved 
$66,424 dollars in tuition by paying half price,” he 
said. “It’s a good thing for kids. It’s a good thing for 
families. Our teachers get an opportunity to really 
teach at a high level with kids who are interested in 
being pushed to a high level.”

CEP credit hours offered by Washburn total 6,081 this 
year, an increase of 56 percent from six years ago.

“Often families talk about the affordability of a college 
education,” Liedtke said. “With CEP classes being 50 
percent of the undergraduate tuition rate, families can 
save several thousands of dollars. Students who take 
advantage of this program can earn enough credits 
while in high school to save a year's worth of tuition at 
half price and one year’s worth of room and board.”

Lutz earned enough scholarships in her three years to 
pay her tuition, live on campus for two years and have 
several experiences out of the classroom.

“It was so great to be able to have both the amazing 
academic experience and on-campus experiences I 
had,” she said. “I was on campus recently and I said, 
‘This is my home away from home.’ I think that’s how 
I’ll always describe it.” 

Students from Topeka West High School work in a math class, one of the 17 courses the school offers through 
the Concurrent Enrollment Partnership, which enables students to earn Washburn credits. Photo by Doug Stremel

For more information about Washburn's 
Concurrent Enrollment Program, visit: 
washburn.edu/cep



Giraffe Chatter
Alumni team up to bring new digital content to KTWU, Topeka Zoo

By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

Gary Krohe and Jay Hurst graduated from Washburn 
University at completely different times but their 
technological skills came together with staff at 
KTWU and the Topeka Zoo to build new content for 
the public television station’s digital platforms.

What started as an idea to do short YouTube videos of 
the Topeka Zoo and Conservation Center’s animals 
turned into a multi-camera, 24-hour livestream of the 
zoo’s two pregnant giraffes and pregnant tiger produced 
by KTWU, a public television station licensed by 
Washburn University and located on campus.

After Krohe, ba ’76, director of engineering and 
technology with KTWU, earned his degree in 
communications, he went into engineering for 
television stations across the U.S. He built Topeka 
channel 49 KTKA from the ground up and then went 
on to consulting work. Despite going into engineering, 
he said his degree in communications helped him 
understand how technology needed to be used. 

Fast forward a few decades and Hurst, bba ’10, 
assistant producer with KTWU, was learning about 
live shots when he was helping the Information 

Technology Services department broadcast Washburn 
basketball games online. Live video was in demand 
due to increased use of social media. 

Their talents – Krohe’s engineering and Hurst’s camera 
work – combined to increase the digital presence of 
KTWU and the Topeka Zoo’s brand. 

“I knew what had been done in New York with April 
the giraffe, and I knew we could do better,” said 
Krohe, who volunteered for KTWU before becoming 
an employee in 2014. 

Announced in May 2018, the initial live shot had 
its problems – the camera was crashing every few 
minutes as more people were watching. It led Krohe 
and Mark Flynn, assistant chief engineer at KTWU, 
to build an infrastructure that included a microwave 
tower on top of the Animals and Man building, which 
sent the signal to a new and higher microwave unit 
on KTWU’s satellite more than five miles away. This 
resulted in a stronger signal so thousands of people 
could watch the giraffes give birth live.

“I think one of the things that makes these cameras 
different is the infrastructure that supports it,” said 
Brendan Wiley, director of the Topeka Zoo. “We 
could have never afforded to do it on our own. The 
partnership with KTWU is truly what made that 
happen. It’s not cheap, and we are hoping to find a 
way to continue to fund the operation.”

The stable livestream brought in a stable audience – 
affectionately called giraffe chatters by the KTWU 
and zoo staff - who watched patiently and talked to 
each other for weeks before the first baby giraffe made 
its way into the world. Frances Wadsworth, aa ’15, 
continues to monitor the chat for KTWU and keeps 
them engaged.

What made this livestream special was four cameras 
that could zoom, pan and tilt – all controlled remotely Jay Hurst, bba '10, doing a live video with giraffes. 

Photo by Val VanDerSluis
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from Krohe’s computer. The viewing experience 
brought people in from all around the world who 
watched and donated to the zoo and KTWU as well 
as offered advice on what they have seen at other zoos.

“It has brought a lot of awareness about our zoo, 
the quality of animal care we have here, and it has 
allowed us to have a louder voice around the country,” 
Wiley said. “It has also allowed us to raise funds 
for enrichment toys for various animals and put 
in modifications for our bull giraffe for our giraffe 
habitat.”

KTWU has been looking for opportunities like this 
to drive more people to its digital platforms. When 
Val VanDerSluis, director of programing, content and 
social media at KTWU, recently met with colleagues 
across the nation, she said KTWU was the only one 
doing partnerships like this with their local zoo.

YouTube, especially among the younger generation, is 
where people are going today to find content. Hurst 
said children are watching short clips one after the 
other instead of sitting down and watching a full 
30-minute or one-hour show. Short YouTube videos 
or live shots where people can go back and forth are 
drawing viewers.

“If we can be visible and have a good audience on 
YouTube and other digital platforms, we can stay alive 
as public television,” Hurst said.

VanDerSluis said KTWU is focused on keeping the 
partnership going. They added two cameras when the 
zoo’s tiger had four cubs this past fall, but they plan to 
keep the cameras moving around the zoo to draw in 
new viewers and to give the zookeepers a break.

"Not only are giraffes and tigers watched regularly, 
but also the zookeepers," she said. "Their jobs are 
constantly scrutinized, as they are now featured on 
what you could pretty well classify as a reality show. 
Many viewers comment and critique on the work done 
by zookeepers and at some point the cameras need to 
be moved to give them a break and allow them to do 
their jobs." 

An Online Zoo
• 4 cameras on the giraffes

• 5 million views

• 41,000 watched Konza’s birth live (first 
giraffe)

• 124,000 watched Elizabeth’s birth live 
(second giraffe)

• 205 total years of watch time

• 20 minutes – average time a viewer 
spent watching 

• 8 percent of traffic from Britain

People all over the world watched the live births of giraffes Konza and Elizabeth. The partnership between KTWU 
and the zoo has produced more than 5 million total video views. Photo by Megan Burns, Friends of Topeka Zoo
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Applied Service
Lessons from online learning part of Hoang’s success story

By Chris Marshall

Every stage of France Hoang’s life thus far has a 
remarkable story or an accolade to go with it.

As a child, an evacuation organized by the United 
States government pulled Hoang and his family from 
war-ravaged Vietnam. Grateful for the opportunities 
that came with an upbringing in the U.S., Hoang was 
an academic standout, graduating with honors from 
West Point and Georgetown University Law Center.

After working for all three branches of the U.S. 
government and being appointed associate White 
House counsel and special assistant to President George 
W. Bush, Hoang, mcj ’00, is now a partner at FH+H 
law firm in Washington, D.C., and a board member 
of boodleAI, a peer-to-peer fundraising platform that 
helps nonprofits find donors.

Bridging the gap between West Point and Georgetown 
and the illustrious career opportunities that followed is 
a degree in applied studies from Washburn University. 
A SWAT commander and deputy chief of police at Fort 
Leavenworth by day, Hoang was a Washburn student 
by night, pursuing his master of criminal justice in 
some of the university’s earliest online courses.

At the time, he was pleased with how many lessons 
from class could be applied instantaneously. Even more 
important is how many remain with him today.

Repaying a Debt 
Hoang knew from his earliest years in the United 
States what he wanted to accomplish in life, it was just 
a matter of how his goal would be achieved.

France Hoang, mcj ’00, has served deployments in Afghanistan and the former Yugoslavia. He was stationed at Fort 
Leavenworth in Kansas when he earned his Washburn degree. Photo submitted
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Born in 1973 in Saigon, Vietnam (now Ho Chi Minh 
City), Hoang’s father was a South Vietnamese Army 
officer, and his mother a Vietnamese civilian working 
for the U.S. Naval attaché. The family was informed 
in the closing days of the Vietnam War they had only 
hours to get to the airport for an evacuation in 1975 
known as Operation Frequent Wind.

Hoang, his parents, sister and grandma were among 
the 130,000 evacuated in what Hoang calls “a 
forgotten chapter in U.S. history” as well as “one 
of the nation’s greatest humanitarian acts.” The 
Petersons, a host family in Tumwater, Washington, 
took the Hoangs in, and France came to realize it was 
through good fortune and American people that led to 
his rescue from Vietnam.

“I grew up feeling I owed a debt to America, the 
American people and the American military,” he said. 
“I felt obligated to repay that debt, and that led me to 
join the military.”

Dialed In to Education 
Hoang graduated in the top 1 percent at West Point 
and summa cum laude from Georgetown Law, where 
he received his juris doctor. His military deployments 
include Afghanistan and the former Yugoslavia, and 
he was stationed at Fort Leavenworth in Kansas when 
he discovered Washburn as a nearby option to receive 
his master’s degree. 

“The online format made it really convenient for me to 
pursue education and work at the same time,” Hoang 
said. “I had a great experience, basically taking classes 

at night, then I’d go to work and apply the lessons I 
learned from the night before.”

Former instructor Gerald Bayens, now associate 
dean of the School of Applied Studies, has kept in 
touch with Hoang since his graduation and served 
as his ambassador when he was named a Washburn 
University Alumni Fellow in 2017.

The degree program "was a hybrid format of face-to-
face assignments, email correspondence and finally 
dial-up internet prior to courses being fully online,” 
Bayens said. “As a graduate student, (Hoang) had a 
practical background and offered a lot of information 
that was beneficial to others.”

The sounds of dial-up internet connection still remind 
Hoang of his time logging on for courses, but that’s 
far from the only memory the 45-year-old carries with 
him from Washburn.

Lasting Impact 
By definition, courses in applied studies teach students 
how to turn education into implementation, and since 
receiving his master’s degree, Hoang has been a model 
alumnus for the program.

“The idea of an applied education – not just learning 
for learning’s sake – is more important than ever,” 
he said. “In today’s day and age, you can pick up an 
iPhone and ask Siri or Google for knowledge, and it’ll 
spit it out. How to apply knowledge for an impactful 
change – that’s a skill. At Washburn, all the classes 
took that approach, and I know it developed skills and 
abilities that I’ve used.”

Hoang now has more than 20 years of national 
security experience, has served on several boards and 
supports a number of veteran reintegration causes. He 
spent time as chief strategy officer of MAG Aerospace, 
which operates manned and unmanned aircraft 
systems on five continents, and FH+H was the fastest-
growing law firm on the 2013 Inc. 5000 list.

“I’m not surprised at all by any of it,” Bayens said of 
Hoang’s accomplishments. “He did really good things 
in D.C. in the Bush administration, and good things 
with MAG Aerospace. Even now with cybersecurity 
and infrastructure, he's an absolute go-getter. It's in his 
DNA. He's always looking to achieve something else.” France Hoang (right) served as associate White 

House counsel and special assistant to President 
George W. Bush. Photo submitted
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College students are introduced to many new 
opportunities; one such opportunity unexpectedly 
changed Alicia Mowder’s life.

“We didn’t have cable television growing up,” Mowder, 
ba ’08, said. “The first time I saw the Food Network 
was when I was living in the Washburn Village, and I 
fell in love. My roommates and I would watch it and 
try to recreate recipes, but when you have no money 
and not a full kitchen, the recipes do not turn out the 
same way.”

One night, the apartment above her was being very 
loud and she ran up to tell them to be quieter. She met 
Christopher Mowder, bba ’07, and the rest is history. 
He fell in love with her and her baking.

After graduation, she took a job at Payless ShoeSource. 
She continued baking, often bringing in food for 
friends at work and soon started taking orders.

“I loved marketing, but I could have cared less about 
the fashion part with the handbags and the shoes,” 

For the Love of Food
Young alumna shapes food world with new products, branding

By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

Alicia Mowder, ba '08, lives in Charlotte, North Carolina, and is the senior director of marketing for Circle K, the 
largest convenience store company in the world. She previously worked as senior brand director at Sonic Drive-In. 
Photo by Jeff Cravotta
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she said. “Although I was baking every night, I didn’t 
want to open a bakery because I didn’t want it to feel 
like a job.”

Growing up in Pratt, Kansas, Sonic Drive-In was the 
hub. In fact, she and Christopher stopped at a Sonic 
Drive-In to get drinks after their wedding ceremony, 
dragging Payless shoes behind their car advertising 
“Just Married.” Years later, a marketing position 
opened at Sonic headquarters in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma, and she took it.

First, she worked on product management, traveling 
around the country and working with research and 
product development to pilot new items in the market. 
She noted that while there is the “Freshman 15” at 
colleges, there is the “Sonic 20.” To work in the food 
industry in a position like this, one has to love food. 
She would often come to work in the morning and 
immediately go to a food showing, trying 10 to 15 new 
products at a time.

“We looked at how you tell someone about a new 
product, how you name it, and price,” she said. 
“Talking about which cream cheese frosting is the best 
for this product is definitely a better fit for me than 
talking about shoes.”

She moved up in the corporation, eventually landing 
as senior brand director responsible for national 
promotions such as the introduction of boneless 
wings, the $5 Boom Box, and most recently, the Sonic 
Slinger, which blended mushrooms with beef to make 
the first quick-service blended burger, and at only 340 
calories. Her work on the blended burger sent her to 
present at the Culinary Institute of America and won 
a MenuMasters Award through Nation’s Restaurant 
News in 2018.

Memories from a Washburn Transformational 
Experience still remained with her. As a student, she 
traveled to the Dominican Republic with the modern 
languages department and China with the School of 
Business. It helped fuel her desire to take on a more 
global role, which is why she recently joined Circle 
K’s newly created global marketing team in Charlotte, 
North Carolina.

“While a student at Washburn, Alicia was a trailblazer 
and chose to travel abroad,” said Maria Stover, 
professor and chair, mass media. “She always saw value 
in expanding her worldview and learning about other 
cultures.”

While Circle K is currently the largest convenience 
store company in the world, its brand is still largely 
undefined. Her role as senior director of marketing 
will give her an opportunity to define a global, 
multi-billion dollar brand and roll it out. With the 
expanding food options at convenience stores today, 
Mowder sees exponential growth in this area.

“Convenience stores are starting to provide more 
traditional services such as drive-thrus, order ahead 
and delivery,” she said. “We’ve seen food service be 
successful with QuikTrip. They have done a great 
job with that – people are going to QuikTrip for 
lunch instead of somewhere like Subway because the 
flexibility within a c-store is more diverse – it isn’t 
limited to just one brand, such as either Coke or Pepsi. 
They can have both.”

In addition, she sees opportunities to provide 
more fresh food opportunities and specialty items 
depending on where the store is located. Mowder said 
she is most excited about shaping a large brand, just 
as she continues to shape recipes and bake at home for 
her husband and 2-year-old daughter.

“A lot of food has an emotional connection,” she said. 
“You use it to celebrate and comfort, and some of your 
best memories are connected to food.” 

"A lot of food has an 
emotional connection. 
You use it to celebrate 
and comfort, and some of 
your best memories are 
connected to food.” 
Alicia Mowder



Composition Layers
Martin seeks to communicate human emotion in any context with his music

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Aaron Martin's global approach to writing music 
produces a unique sound that can bring out emotions 
in any context; like a banjo conveying the feelings 
movie watchers experience as a Hasidic Jewish widower 
struggles with raising his son.

Martin, b music ’05, ba ’05, writes and records 
instrumental music classified as ambient or modern 
classical. He went to high school in Silver Lake, 
Kansas, has a Potawatomi heritage and works with 
composers and producers all around the world.

The opportunity to score a movie was a surprise to 
him, but he was well prepared given his love of all art 
forms and a well-rounded education.

Martin trained at Washburn on cello, but in his Topeka 
home where he records, two closets are filled with 30 
instruments, toys and items like a box of broken glass; 
all producing sounds that have layered his music.

“It used to be everything going on in my albums, 
but now I’ve narrowed it down to a more precise 
instrumentation because I think those are where I’ve 
really been able to find my voice,” he said.

Filmmaker Joshua Z Weinstein heard music co-
recorded by Martin and Dag Rosenqvist, a Swedish 
composer, and liked it. He emailed Martin and asked 
them to work with him.

“Movies are an obsession of mine,” Martin said. “When 
I got an email out of nowhere from a director saying, 
‘Would you score my film for me?’ I was really excited.”

The movie is “Menashe,” a Yiddish-language film set 
in New York, New York, about a Hasidic Jewish man 
who was recently widowed. According to tradition, he 
must remarry before he can regain custody of his son. 
He struggles with the choice to either follow tradition, 
plea for his rabbi to change his mind or defy his faith 
all together.

The director wanted Martin to adopt his cello to 
Jewish music styles. Instead, a different method 
entered Martin’s head. He played his bow on a banjo, 
creating a deep, plangent sound.

“The banjo was kind of a weird instrument to use for 
this Yiddish film, but it ended up working really well,” 
Martin said. “It appeals to human emotion, rather 
than a cultural context.”

Martin learned a lot in his first filmmaking experience 
despite never meeting the director or his fellow 
composer. He recorded his tracks at home and shared 
them digitally.

“Being exposed to all these different personalities, it 
not only opens my mind, but challenges me on how 
to communicate and move forward while still using 
my voice,” he said. “I’m used to creating a whole world 
with all these layers of meaning and emotion. With a 
film, a lot of those components are already there, and 
you’re filling a gap. You’re not telling the full story, 
you’re enhancing the story.”

Martin attended the premiere of “Menashe” at the 
2017 Sundance Film Festival, as well as a Q&A and Photo by Michael Snell
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Composition Layers
Martin seeks to communicate human emotion in any context with his music

composers' party. A24, which distributed Academy 
Award-winning best picture Moonlight in 2017, 
picked up Menashe and released it to theaters. The 
film was received well and got press coverage by NPR 
and The New York Times. It's available on various 
streaming services, DVD and Blu-ray Disc.

“Sundance was an eye-opening experience for me,” he 
said. “It gave me a larger impression about composing 
for film.”

Martin’s creative process has been aided by his 
education, but he wasn’t certain he would attend 
college until he earned a scholarship from the Blanche 
Bryden Foundation.

“When I was in high school, I was thinking, should 
I even go to college?” Martin said. “The scholarship 
changed my life. It relieved a lot of stress and allowed 
me to focus on my interests and take things like 
French classes and film classes. It allowed me to focus 
on exploring knowledge.”

His piano professor, Shiao-Li Ding, is from China, 
where she rigorously learned piano and not much else.

“I never had liberal arts education,” Ding said. “When 
I came to Washburn, I was totally unfamiliar with the 
idea of liberal arts education. Over the years,  
I gradually became fully convinced by the concept.”

Now she encourages many students to have a second 
major and receive a broader education.

“Aaron always had a book in his hand,” she said.  
“He liked to read. He’s interested in different cultures.  
He pretty much knew what he wanted to do, and he 
was very focused. I’m very proud of his progress.”

Martin has 16 solo releases on CD, vinyl, digital and 
even cassette; anything to appeal to a worldwide 
audience. He’s contributed to more than 75 other 
recordings. He scored the short film “Adam” about a 
South African surfer with terminal cancer, and his music 
was featured in the Warner Brothers movie “Midnight 
Special.” He and Rosenqvist will release an album soon 
with their collaborative name, From the Mouth of the 
Sun. He wants to score more movies as well.

“There’s something about just being in a room 
alone and creating something out of nothing that is 
satisfying to me,” he said. 

Stringed instruments make up many layers of the music Aaron Martin, b music ’05, ba ’05, produces. He co-wrote 
and recorded the score for two films and has contributed to more than 75 total recordings. Photo by Michael Snell
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Staging a Comeback
Washburn lessons help Rodenbaugh turn youth theater into nation’s largest

By Angela Lutz

When Darrell Rodenbaugh started volunteering 
with North Texas Performing Arts 10 years ago, the 
children’s theater organization was in serious financial 
trouble and appeared months away from closing.

Rodenbaugh, bba ’86, had a personal connection to the 
organization – his two children, now both in college, 
were heavily involved in the theater, and he’d seen the 
positive ways it impacted their lives.

His daughter, for instance, struggled with reading but 
accepted the opportunity when it came time to learn 
her lines, and getting onstage helped his son overcome 
shyness. Rodenbaugh watched similar magic happen 
with countless other kids who gained self-assurance 
and learned the value of teamwork by participating in 
a production, whether onstage or offstage.

“After a show, these kids walk a little taller,” 
Rodenbaugh said. “They talk with a little more 

Darrell Rodenbaugh, bba ’86, poses with his wife, Lisa Rodenbaugh, at a North Texas Performing Arts event. 
Photo submitted
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confidence. They’re putting down their cell phones 
for a few hours and they’re focusing on learning 
important life skills. I’ve seen firsthand the profound 
impact on a child to have their voices heard onstage.”

Because of Rodenbaugh’s deep belief in the value 
of children’s theater, he joined the North Texas 
Performing Arts board of directors then served as 
acting executive director when the organization 
was flagging 10 years ago. In this role, which he 
accepted on a pro-bono basis, Rodenbaugh organized 
fundraisers, introduced new programs, renegotiated 
leases and ultimately managed to get the organization 
back on the road to financial health. He was elected 
board president for each of the next eight years.

And what a difference a decade makes. Today, North 
Texas Performing Arts is the largest youth theater 
organization in the country, with a 30,000-square-foot 
center that houses rehearsal rooms, audition centers, 
costume and set-build shops and the aptly named 
Rodenbaugh Theater. The organization hosts more 
than 1,000 performances each year, and last year, more 
than 6,000 kids participated. Due to the incredible 
growth of North Texas Performing Arts under his 
leadership, Rodenbaugh assumed the role of CEO in 
October 2018, still on a pro-bono basis. 

“Darrell’s marketing and facilitative leadership skills 
are remarkable,” said Sara Egelston Akers, North Texas 
Performing Arts founder and executive director. “My 
favorite part of working with Darrell is brainstorming 
ideas and new programs, which will provide a better 
education for North Texas youth. I will always be grateful 
for his leadership and gifts of time, treasure and talent.”

The theater employs the performing arts to teach kids 
vital life skills. While Rodenbaugh wasn’t involved 
in theater at Washburn, he learned valuable lessons 
as a student. It was his role with Alpha Delta that 
Rodenbaugh credits with giving him the marketing 
skills he needed to be successful in his career, and in 
his work with student government he first learned to 
deal with broadly differing perspectives. Rodenbaugh 
worked in sales and general management in the tech 
industry, including high-profile companies like IBM, 
Oracle, Yahoo and MacAfee. He also bought and sold 
his own security company.

“Washburn has really been the platform for the rest of my 
life,” Rodenbaugh said. “Most of my success in life came 
as a result of my experiences there. Looking back now, I 
know I made a lot of mistakes, but it was that experience 
that put me on the path for anything good I have done.”

After 25 years of long hours and travel for his career, 
Rodenbaugh stepped away to focus on his family. That’s 
when he became reconnected with his roots at Washburn, 
where his mother, sister and brother also earned degrees. 

“Darrell has stayed connected to Washburn in various 
important ways since he graduated,” said Tim Durst, 
ba ’84, Rodenbaugh’s former fraternity brother, who 
currently serves on the Alpha Delta board and is chair 
of the Washburn University Alumni Association and 
Foundation board of trustees. “He has been deeply 
involved with Alpha Delta, mentoring students in the 
chapter, reforming and revitalizing our rush program, 
spearheading the chapter’s 100th anniversary celebration 
and supporting the house in numerous other ways.”

Rodenbaugh, a Washburn University Alumni 
Association and Foundation trustee, returns to campus 
often for Alpha Delta and trustee duties, which lets 
him reflect on Washburn’s growth and change over the 
years – but also the ways it has stayed the same.

“The campus has such a fresh, new and exciting look,” 
Rodenbaugh said. “But the fraternity I was in over 30 
years ago is very much the same as it was back then. It’s 
a striking contrast – seeing what’s new and wonderful 
on campus amidst the appeal of the historic and 
traditional.” 

Darrell Rodenbaugh cut more than three miles 
of steel as volunteers built the risers in their new 
building. Photo submitted
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Keep Going 
Alumna proves learning is a life-long adventure

By Annie Flachsbarth

Marti (Newell) Graves has always had an 
unquenchable thirst for knowledge. So much so, that 
during the 23-year period from 1962 to 1985, she was 
almost always a student at Washburn University. Work 
and family life played a role in the lengthy enrollment, 
but Graves, ba ’85, always found a way to take classes. 

“It’s harder for non-traditional students because they 
have many things going on in their lives with families 
and businesses to run,” Graves said. “Some years I could 
only take three hours, and that was all I could handle.”

Even though she worked full time and raised her 
daughter, Susan Rousey, b ed ’89, in the process, Graves 
still graduated in the top 10 percent of her class. 

“I always looked forward to coming on campus 
no matter how busy my life and schedule was – I 
loved coming to class and absorbing the academic 
environment,” Graves said. 

After ramping up her coursework with the guidance 
of an advisor, Graves graduated in 1985 with a degree 
in general studies and a concentration in gerontology. 
She remembers she graduated within a week of her 
daughter’s graduation from Topeka West High School, 
a deadline she used as inspiration for her success. 

“I have visions of her studying at the dining room 
table,” Rousey said of her mother. “It implanted in me 
the work ethic of what you’re supposed to do when 
you go to school. That you should be concentrated to 
finish and achieve your goals.”

For Graves, the strength to keep going came from her 
own mother.

“My mother raised me to be a strong woman and to 
keep my promises and to reach my goals,” Graves said. 
“When people of any age finish their goals and obtain 
a degree at Washburn, it opens up many doors in so 
many ways.” 

One Adventure After Another 
After graduating with a class of 17 seniors in 1961 
from Lane High School in Lane, Kansas, Graves 
moved to San Francisco for a year before returning to 
Kansas to attend Washburn. Throughout her time at 
Washburn as well as afterward, she had a successful 
administrative support career in orthopedic sales from 
1963 to 2003. 

From 1985 to 2002, Graves was involved with Serenata 
Farms, 240 acres of land she owned with her late 
husband, Bud Newell, in Big Springs, Kansas. There 
they founded the Oregon Trail Adventure Company, 
a tourist destination drawing interest from around 
the world – including the Russian delegation visiting 
through a cultural exchange program facilitated by 
Kansas Gov. Joan Finney. 

In 1990, they developed Serenata Farms School of 
Equestrian Arts, a therapeutic riding program for 
children with disabilities and children in nearby 
alternative schools. The program was studied by 
former Washburn assistant professor of psychology, 
Pamelyn MacDonald, and the findings were  
presented at the National Association of Riding for 
the Handicapped convention and the Horses and 
Healing Conference. 

“Give yourself to the 
university, your studies and 
your exams. You’ll receive so 
much more in return, and it 
will be with you all of your 
life. No matter what, keep 
going.” - Marti Graves
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Keep Going 
Alumna proves learning is a life-long adventure

After graduating from Washburn, she found a love  
of volunteering. She served the Rotary Foundation 
as an officer, and she joined the Daughters of the 
American Revolution as she had an interest in 
studying family history.

In 1994, Graves was named one of the Top 10 
Business Women by the American Business Women’s 
Association. She also served as the president of the 
Washburn Alumni Association board of directors  
in 2002.

In 2003, Graves moved to Texas to be with her 
mother, and then in 2012 she moved to Charlotte, 
North Carolina, to be with her daughter and son-in-
law, Barrette Wade. 

At 75 years young, Graves recently took on another 
adventure: she married Bill Graves on Sept. 30, 2018. 
The Virginia farm boy and Kansas farm girl found a 
mutual interest in researching their ancestry. The two 
plan to travel to England in the spring to continue 
studying their family lineages.

Keep Going 
With all of her many adventures, something that’s 
remained as consistent as her love of learning is her 

dedication to her alma mater: She has given back  
to Washburn every year for more than 20 years. 

“I give back so that I can help enable students  
to have the quality of education they can get at 
Washburn,” Graves said. “It’s important to me  
to help maintain the standards and good moral 
foundations of Washburn, because it was my place  
to become a better citizen.” 

Rousey can attest to the impact Washburn had on  
her mother.

“She felt empowered at Washburn,” Rousey said. “It 
was an era where it wasn’t the norm for women to be 
going to college, especially later in life like she was.  
It was a big accomplishment.” 

One thing’s for sure, the advice she would give to 
today’s students is the same she received from her 
mother and now shares with her two granddaughters, 
Jessica and Olivia: Keep going.

“Give yourself to the university, your studies and your 
exams. You’ll receive so much more in return, and 
it will be with you all of your life,” Graves said. “No 
matter what, keep going.” 

Marti Graves, ba ’85 (third from left), married Bill Graves (third from right) on Sept. 30, 2018. Her daughter, Susan 
Rousey, b ed ’89 (second from left), remembers her mother studying at the dining room table while growing up. 
Busy with a family and a career, Graves graduated after 23 years. Photo submitted
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Alumni Fellows
Eight graduates of Washburn were honored by the Washburn University 
Alumni Association and Foundation on Nov. 9, 2018, for achieving notable 
success in their chosen field.

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org

Kimberly Rieger currently lives 
in Portland, Maine, where she 
started in April 2018 as the 
chief United States probation 
officer for the District of Maine. 
The agency is the investigation 
and law enforcement arm of the 
federal courts. She serves the 

federal courts as a national trainer and subject matter 
expert and has received commendation for her work 
with the agency. She previously served the District of 
Kansas and Western District of Oklahoma as deputy 
chief United States probation officer. In the District 
of Kansas, she was an officer, substance abuse and 

mental health treatment specialist and a supervisory 
United States probation officer. She is a graduate of 
the Federal Judicial Center’s Leadership Development 
Program and is featured in the textbook, “Probation, 
Parole, and Community-Based Corrections.” She has 
served on numerous boards and is active as a Delta 
Gamma alumna at the University of Oklahoma, where 
she earned her undergraduate degree.

How has Washburn contributed to your life and 
career: An advanced degree is crucial to compete for 
federal law enforcement positions and advancement 
within your agency. I would not be where I am today 
without my master’s degree from Washburn University. 

Robert Nall lives in both 
Topeka and Malibu, California. 
He is president and CEO 
of Heartland Tower, Inc., a 
telecommunications company 
that oversees more than 100 
wireless communications 
sites. He is CEO of Heartland 

Broadcasting, LLC, which operates TV25, with three 
over-the-air TV stations available to 2.6 million people 
in Northeast Kansas. The stations were honored by the 
Kansas Association of Broadcasters and the National 
Association of Broadcasters. He is also a corporate 
consultant with Gerson Lehrman Group, providing 
consultation on telecommunications industry trends. 
Prior to attending Washburn, he volunteered with the 

Mission Township Fire Department and the Shawnee 
County Sheriff’s Office and took courses at Kaw 
Area Vocational Technical School – now Washburn 
University Institute of Technology. In 2001, Nall 
created a Washburn communications studies speech 
competition, the Nall Speak Off and the scholarships 
associated with it, through a gift to Washburn. Among 
his other philanthropy initiatives, Heartland Tower 
donates tower usage for emergency communications 
and he previously provided free photography services to 
Topeka non-profits.

How has Washburn contributed to your life and 
career: That’s easy! I feel as if Washburn isn’t really  
an institution, but rather a family that I will be a  
part of forever.

Kimberly Rieger, mcj ’03, School of Applied Studies Honoree

Robert Nall, ba ’90, Tech attendee, Washburn Tech Honoree
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Diane Glynn lives in Topeka 
where she has been a practice 
specialist with the Kansas 
State Board of Nursing since 
1991. She advises nurses and 
health care businesses on what 
is allowed in nursing practice 
and investigates and disciplines 

nurses and others who are violating the practice laws 
of Kansas. She was a registered nurse at Stormont 
Vail Health for 10 years, including while earning her 
law degree. Her law career includes work in her own 
private practice, as an associate attorney for Tilton, 
Dillon and Beck and as assistant attorney general. 

Glynn is a guest lecturer for the Washburn School of 
Nursing and was an adjunct professor in the criminal 
justice and legal studies program. She is a docent with 
the Topeka Zoo and a member of Service to Mankind.

What is your favorite Washburn memory: When 
I took my licensure exams for nursing and law, I 
wondered if my professors had a hand in writing the 
questions. I knew and was comfortable with all of 
the subject matters. Walking away from those exams, 
I understood and deeply appreciated how incredibly 
talented and knowledgeable our Washburn faculty 
members were and what a fine job they had done to 
prepare me for the work ahead.

Mark Yardley lives in Berryton, 
Kansas. He is president and 
CEO of Federal Home Loan 
Bank of Topeka, an organization 
he has been with since 1984. He 
has held positions as director of 
internal audit, chief financial 
officer, executive vice president 

and chief risk officer. He became president in 2017. 
Prior to FHLBank, he worked for a national public 
accounting firm for seven years. He is a board member 
at-large for the Greater Topeka Partnership Chairs 
Council and a trustee for the University of Kansas 
Health Systems St. Francis Campus. He has been 

treasurer of Topeka Bible Church for more than 20 
years. Yardley has been a Washburn University Alumni 
Association and Foundation trustee since 2014 and 
became a member of the board of directors in 2015.

How has Washburn contributed to your life and 
career: My accounting and business classes prepared me 
to pass the CPA exam on the first attempt and prepared 
me for the seven years in public accounting, which 
really set the stage for my career at FHLBank Topeka. 
Additional courses outside of business and accounting 
taught me to think independently and reason rationally. 
In public accounting, these were particularly important 
as no two clients are exactly alike.

Jalen O’Neil Lowry lives in 
Topeka where she has been 
associate dean for student 
affairs at Washburn University 
School of Law since 2011. She 
advises students, supervises 
student organizations, and plans 
student orientation weeks and 

professionalism training. After graduating law school, 
she clerked first for Justice Harold Herd, ba ’41, jd ’42, 
and later for Chief Justice Robert Miller of the Kansas 
Supreme Court. She joined the law faculty in 1991. She 
has volunteered her time in numerous ways to benefit 

the legal community, including serving on the Kansas 
Board of Continuing Legal Education since 2013.

What is your favorite Washburn memory: Each 
year, law students put together a Bar Revue to 
showcase great talent and humor as they gently mock 
faculty and staff. For this year’s event, the Washburn 
Law Democrats and Washburn Law Republicans are 
teaming with the Washburn Law Pro Bono Society 
to put on the event, titled “The Red Blue Bar Revue.” 
That tells you right there why I love working with our 
students every day and why working at Washburn has 
brought me so much joy and optimism.

Diane Glynn, bsn ’80, jd ’85, School of Nursing Honoree

Mark E. Yardley, bba ’77, School of Business Honoree

Jalen O'Neil Lowry, jd ’87, School of Law Honoree
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Ann Adrian lives in Newton 
where she is an educational 
consultant, currently with 
Harvey County Special 
Education Cooperative. She 
coordinated gifted education 
in the Newton School District 
for 21 years before retiring in 

2005. She co-authored the Kansas State Department 
of Education “Effective Practices for Gifted Education 
in Kansas” in 2001. She was president of the Kansas 
Association for the Gifted, Talented and Creative in 
1999. Her service to Washburn includes volunteering 
as a Washburn University Alumni Association and 

Foundation trustee and member of the board of 
directors. She is past president of the Washburn 
Alumni Association board of directors. In the Newton 
community, she serves as president of the Newton 
Public Library board of trustees, is a past president of 
the Newton Women’s Community Fund and is active 
in her church. She was named Newton Area Woman 
of the Year in 2014.

How has Washburn contributed to your career and 
life: I not only credit my career to Washburn, but also 
my character and values. Washburn is my family’s 
legacy, and I treasure the lifelong relationships I have 
developed at Washburn. I met my husband of 52 years 
while we were students at Washburn.

Tawanna Black lives in Brooklyn 
Park, Minnesota, where she 
is CEO of the Center for 
Economic Inclusion, a cross-
sector organization aimed at 
strengthening the region’s civic 
infrastructure to catalyze an 
inclusive, growing economy 

that works for everyone in the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
region. They are dedicated exclusively to achieving 
regional prosperity through human capital, economic 
development and transportation access. She was 
honored as one of the nation’s top 25 disrupters  
closing racial gaps in 2016 by Living Cities. She was 

given several local honors including the Minnesota 
Business Magazine (Real) Power 50 list in 2017.  
Black is a trustee with the Women’s Foundation 
of Minnesota and an advisory board member of 
Minnesota Federal Reserve Bank Opportunity and 
Inclusive Growth Institute.

What is your best Washburn memory: There are 
so many, but I’ll sum them up in three words: Kappa 
Alpha Theta. The day I joined started many lifelong 
friendships that have fed my life and career over the last 
23 years. I am constantly reminded of the friendships 
and sisterhood that gave me the greatest foundation as 
I began my journey at Washburn.

Gilbert Galle lives in Pinehurst, 
North Carolina. He retired in 
2008 after 20 years with WEDGE 
Capital Management LLP where 
he was a managing general partner 
and portfolio manager. He started 
his career on the management 
committee of the Astrodome 

Corporation, the owners of the Houston Astros and the 
Astroworld Entertainment Complex. He is current chair 
of the board of trustees of Thompson Child & Family 
Focus, an Episcopal children’s agency serving children 
and families in North and South Carolina, and past chair 

of the St. Martin’s Foundation. He became a Washburn 
University Alumni Association and Foundation trustee in 
2004 and was chair of the board of directors from 2010-
12. He received the Alumni Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award in 2015 and was honored with the Garvey 
Trustee Award in 2018.

How has Washburn contributed to your career and 
life: Washburn gave me an exceptional education which 
in turn gave me the opportunity to make something 
of myself. The classroom rigors in the College of 
Arts and Sciences demanded critical thinking of all 
students, which provided the discipline we needed to be 
successful in whatever endeavor we choose.

Ann McIntosh Adrian, b ed ’67, College of Arts & Sciences Honoree

Tawanna A. Black, bpa ’00, College of Arts & Sciences Honoree

Gilbert E. Galle, ba ’70, College of Arts & Sciences Honoree
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From the Ground Up 
Women’s sports at Washburn celebrate 50 years

By Sarah Towle • stowle@wualumni.org

Patty Dick has been building women’s sports since 
elementary school. When she found out boys were 
able to play basketball during lunch, she asked the 
principal if the girls could also put together a team.

“That ruined me for life, because he said yes, and I 
just assumed from there on out that everything was 
going to be that easy,” Dick, b ed ’71, joked.

She was no stranger to organizing girls’ sports early 
on, but it was her determination along with many 
other women that set the pathway for women’s sports 
today. She, along with female sports legends – Helen 
Hocker, Peg Marmet, and Jan Nuzman – were 
early advocates and coaches for women’s sports at 
Washburn University. 

Dick played for Nuzman and was under the leadership 
of Hocker and Marmet while a faculty member in the 
women’s physical education department. Along with 
female coaches around the nation, they faced obstacles 
to growing and sustaining women’s athletic programs.

“I really liked to play, and I wanted to give others the 
opportunities I didn’t have,” Dick said. “We found 

people to play on the teams who were already going 
to Washburn to get an education. I had to recruit 
on good luck and charm, because we didn’t have 
scholarship money.”

She and the other coaches were educators first and 
coaches second, but still worked around the clock to 
schedule their own games or matches, find people 
to work them, and get the athletes to and from the 
games. In 1983, Dick was able to offer her first full-
ride scholarship to a female basketball player.

Carl Nuzman, husband of Jan Nuzman, who passed 
away in 2014, recalled the work the women did just so 
women could play. He said before they were associated 
with conferences, area physical education instructors 
would arrange to play each other on Saturdays. Bake 
sales were held for the team’s out-of-pocket expenses 
and personal cars were used for transportation. 

“Jan had a volleyball team that won over KU, K-State, 
Mount St. Scholastica, Emporia State and one or 
two other small colleges that was the equivalent of a 
women's state volleyball championship, but there was 

Members of the Washburn women's physical education department in 1967, (from left to right) Helen Hocker, Jan 
Nuzman, Ruth Worley, Phylis Dorman, Shelley Ford, Peg Marmet, Elaine Brady. Photo from The Kaw, 1968
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no audience or media coverage in those days to help 
them celebrate,” he said.

Dick specifically remembers the year she had three 
full-ride scholarships to award. Her team also won 
its first conference championship that year, and she 
was able to prove to the administration that the more 
scholarship money she provided the more the team 
could accomplish.

Paul Marmet, husband to Peg Marmet who passed 
away in 2012, said it was the women’s determination 
to do a good job and their competitive spirit that kept 
women’s athletics going. Peg was the first coach to win 
a conference championship when Washburn joined 
the MIAA, and she coached men’s and women’s tennis 
for more than two decades.  

“She enjoyed her teaching and coaching at Washburn 
very much, and I think the biggest thing I would 
say is that she was able to do it because she had 
discipline,” he said. “The coaching part came natural 
to her and very few people have that ability.”

Joy Skeens, bs ’85, who played softball and basketball, 
is excited to join former players and boosters to 
celebrate women’s athletics. She remarked that the 
level of competition has increased dramatically and 
there are a lot of new opportunities for female athletes, 
all because of coaches who have continued to push 
players to be their best over the years. 

“Dick was such a great coach, she set high 
expectations and she was tough,” Skeens said. “She 
knew your potential, and she made sure you played up 
to it.” 

Dick wants current athletes to reflect on how far 
collegiate women’s sports has progressed since 
beginning more than 50 years ago.

“I’m so proud of the women they have become,” Dick 
said. “It was worth all of the battles to see them go on 
and coach other teams, and many have even gone on 
to own their own businesses or are now coaching.” 

Patty Dick coached Washburn women's basketball 
from 1977-2000. Photo submitted

Upcoming 50th Anniversary Celebrations

Women’s Basketball 
Friday, Feb. 15, 2019 
Player Reception – 6 p.m. – McPherson 
Booster Room, Lee Arena 
Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019 
First women’s basketball team honored 
during the women’s game starting at 1 
p.m., and all alumni honored at halftime. 
Saturday, Feb. 16, 2019 
Post-game Reception for players, family 
and fans at the Downtown Topeka 
Ramada Hotel and Convention Center

For more information, contact Matt 
Hutchinson at matthew.hutchinson@
washburn.edu or 785.670.1333.

Softball 
Saturday, March 16, 2019 
Washburn vs. Emporia State 
Alumni Tailgate: 12:30 p.m. 
Game Times: 1 p.m. and 3 p.m.

Register for the softball tailgate at 
wualumni.org/softballtailgate

For more information, contact Susie 
Hoffmann at shoffmann@wualumni.org 
or 785.670.1643.
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Three-year-old Madison, a child with the Make-
A-Wish Foundation, was sitting on a couch with 
her family waiting to meet a team of strangers who 
would soon become her best friends. Like most kids 
in that situation, she was shy. When members of the 
Washburn University volleyball team handed her an 
Ichabod shirt and a volleyball, things quickly changed.

“Her eyes lit up and instantly she warmed to us,” 
freshman Kelsey Gordon said. “She thought we were 
the coolest thing ever.”

It’s no surprise a kid battling pediatric multiple 
sclerosis meshed so easily with this team. 

“We have love for each individual on the team as 
people, not just players,” freshman Emma Palasak 
said. “I think that’s really valuable.”

The Ichabods had just won the NCAA Central Region 
tournament in a region packed with five teams that 
finished in the top 10 in the nation.

"No one in their right mind would want that road to 
travel to win a regional, and that was what we were 

presented," Coach Chris Herron said. "I don't think I 
could be any more proud of us for that championship."

They were playing in the national tournament at the 
NCAA Championships Festival in Pittsburgh where 
multiple sports crowned their champions (Washburn 
cross country runner Jacob Klemz finished as an All-
American in his race). At the festival, the Ichabods 
met Madison, taught volleyball to elementary school 
kids and were presented the team academic award for 
having the highest grade-point-average of all teams 
participating.

“Besides making it there and going to the final four, 
meeting Madison was by far the most rewarding part 
of the whole thing,” Herron said. “She became part of 
the group instantly.”

The student-athletes were just as affected by the 
experience.

“She is just a spunky little kid,” Palasak said. “She 
added to our team’s personality. Not only did we 
impact her, she impacted us.”

The Ichabods won the NCAA Division II Central Region championship and advanced to the NCAA Championships 
Festival where they met 3-year-old Madison through the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Photo by Jason Oliveira

A Wish Come True
NCAA Championships Festival builds winners on and off court

By Jeremy Wangler • jwangler@wualumni.org
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Madison got to take part in the festival's opening 
ceremony. She joined the team in the quarterfinal on 
Nov. 29 when Washburn beat Wingate University, and 
she even attended the post-match press conference. 
Asked about the tournament, Gordon doesn’t talk 
about volleyball. She talks about Madison.

“I think that's honestly what pulled it all together for 
me,” she said. “I’m just fortunate to be a part of that 
child’s life. She will remember that moment forever, 
and I will remember that moment forever.”

The Ichabods came up short the next day, finishing 
one match away from playing for the national title. 
Gordon and Palasak are excited about the future and a 
chance to get back to that position.

“I am so thankful for the seniors and their leadership,” 
Palasak said. “But we also had an emphasis on 
leadership coming from younger kids too.”

Herron knew he had something special in his team 
that finished ranked third in the nation.

“This team had unbelievable chemistry,” he said. 
“They care about each other. They play for each other.”

From academics, community service and 
championship volleyball, they want to carry on the 
experience.

“You can’t describe it and put words to it," Gordon 
said. "But deep down, you know this is the beginning 
of something much larger." 

The Washburn University volleyball team 
will celebrate its 50th anniversary in 
2019, and while its recent success may 
overshadow its beginnings, their history 
helped lead them where they are today. Jan 
Nuzman, who kick-started multiple women’s 
sports including gymnastics, basketball and 
volleyball, worked as a faculty member and 
coach for more than 30 years. She passed 
away in 2014. 

“Of the sports she coached, volleyball, 
known then as power volleyball, was her 
favorite,” Carl Nuzman, her husband, said. 
“Jan would have been extremely proud 
of the Washburn 2018 volleyball team 
advancing to the final four.”

Where it all started:

• 1969 – Nuzman fielded the first Lady 
Blues volleyball team. The team, made up of 
10 women from Kansas and one from Iran, 
finished the year 3-9. Washburn competed 
in the Association of Kansas Women’s 
Intercollegiate Sports the first two years.

• 1978 - Nuzman's team won the KAIAW 
Small College State Playoffs. They won it 
again in 1981. 

• 1980 – The first volleyball scholarships 
were awarded and Nuzman had $1,500 to 
divide between 15 players. 

• 1984 – Under the direction of Coach 
Linda Moley, who started in 1982, this team 
posted the best winning percentage at the 
time of .711. Sharon Lord and Sally Tracy 
were both named first-team all-district. 

• 1988 – With second-year coach Kelly 
Stauffer-Osburn, Washburn hosted the 20-
team NAIA national volleyball tournament in 
Lee Arena. As host, Washburn was allowed 
to play in the tournament. 

• 2002 – In his first season, Chris Herron 
led to the Lady Blues to their first MIAA 
title and first appearance in the NCAA 
tournament. 

Emma Palasak and her team taught volleyball at a 
Pittsburgh school. Photo by Jason Oliveira
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Fetching Fans 
IchaDogs show passion for Washburn with social media support

By Chris Marshall

A new breed of Washburn sports fans has emerged 
on social media in the form of IchaDogs, a group of 
dedicated pups who enjoy pulling for the blue and 
white just as much as their owners.

The IchaDogs are best known for sniffing around 
Washburn’s campus before big sporting events, and 
those following the scent are having a ball. What 
started out as an Instagram account featuring Mia and 
Gunnar, the very first IchaDogs, the social media posts 
have grown increasingly popular and spread to Twitter.

The dogs’ owners said Mia has a love-hate relationship 
with one of the Ichabods’ assistant volleyball coaches, 
and the earliest posts poked fun at their friendship. 
The 7-year-old chocolate Labrador is still featured 
regularly on the social media accounts, but she’s 
happy to share the spotlight with Gunnar, a 2-year-old 
bloodhound, and any other puppers whose pictures are 
submitted to the accounts.

Of course, IchaDogs are up to date on their meds, 
but that doesn’t mean they can’t go viral. The pages, 
originally followed almost exclusively by Washburn 
student-athletes, are now gaining traction among 
professors and fans on and off campus.

Similar to the attributes Bradbury Thompson, ba '34, 
laid out when he created the Ichabod symbol more 
than 80 years ago, there are certain qualifications 
to be a true IchaDog as well. Thompson’s Ichabod 
represented the characteristics of courage, courtesy 
and kindness. IchaDogs possess the same qualities, in 
addition to loyalty, attentiveness and enthusiasm, most 
notably when it comes to Washburn sports.

IchaDogs know a trick or two, but rolling over isn’t one 
of them. They cheer on the Ichabods no matter how 
ruff the situation and do everything in their power to 
support their human counterparts on campus.

For Halloween, IchaDogs not only continued 
howling for Washburn’s fall sports teams, they also 
left buckets of candy for the school’s athletic training 
students. Although the sweet donations were made 
anonymously, and several tweets featured pets decked 
out in costumes, there’s no hiding the passion these 
pets and their owners have for Washburn.

The IchaDog spirit remained throughout the holidays 
and will no doubt ramp up again when the Ichabods 
take the field for spring sports. 

You can follow the Ichadogs or direct message pictures of your dogs supporting the Bods on Instagram 
and Twitter to the username @Ichadogs.
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Fully funded by donors, the Indoor Driving Range opened at  
The Topeka Country Club on Oct. 11, 2018. The facility allows  
the golf team to practice year-round. Photo by Doug Stremel
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Career Services extends help 
beyond undergraduate years

Around campus, students know Washburn University 
Career Services by the enthusiastic staff, resumé 
reviewing events and semesterly career fairs. Many do 
not realize how Career Services can help beyond the 
undergraduate years. 

One point of help is a new resource called Handshake. 
The online service aids in Career Services’ administrative 
tasks, such as scheduling appointments, but is also a 
means for job-seekers and employers to connect.

“It’s a place where students and alumni can go create 
profiles of their experience and education, much 
like LinkedIn,” said Kent McAnally, director of 
Career Services. “On the other side, employers can 
post opportunities, seek candidates, set on-campus 
interviews – all of those things can take place  
through Handshake.”

Handshake profiles are customizable to include not 
only work experience, but university courses taken, 
projects and documents. Additionally, students and 
alumni can find employers, search for jobs and even 
apply through the website.

“We are already seeing way more activity on this than we 
ever did on our old system,” McAnally said. “We have 
about 2,200 employers and we are running about four 
times as many current opportunities as we were before.”

Utilizing this service is not just an opportunity for 
students, but for alumni, as well. 

“The attractiveness for alumni is that we are seeing 
many more of those mid-level opportunities, not just 
the entry-level,” McAnally said.

Young alumnus Cale Paquette, b music ’18, was 
looking to get into a quality graduate school program, 
and Career Services was able to step in and help him 
through their various services.

“Honestly, it was a really overwhelming time in my 
life,” Paquette said. “The thought that an academic 
institution could throw out my entire application 
based off a spelling error or by subjectively disliking 
the format of my resumé legitimately kept me up 
at night. Career Services really helped with my 
understanding of this and really changed my outlook 
on how to approach applications.” 

Handshake and all other Career Services 
offerings are free for alumni. For more 
information, Career Services can 
be contacted at 785.670.1450 or by 
emailing career-services@washburn.edu. 
To join Handshake, visit 
washburn.joinhandshake.com. 

By Ally Burr • aburr@wualumni.org
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New electric training lab will 
power tomorrow's workforce

Washburn University Institute of Technology opened 
a new training lab to power tomorrow's electricians. 
The GreenApple Lab, a product of Greenlee, an 
Emerson Company, opened this fall and is the first of 
its kind in Kansas.

"Not only will our students train on the latest, high-
tech equipment, they also will have the opportunity 
to learn valuable, stackable and transferable 
industry certifications," said Clark Coco, dean, 
Washburn Tech.

Those certifications are the result of a strategic 
relationship between Greenlee and the National 
Coalition of Certification Centers (NC3). This 
training includes skill sets such as conduit bending, 
voice data video network instruments and line 
cutting and crimping. The partnership is designed 
to help today’s student become tomorrow’s highly 
productive employee.

“Greenlee and Emerson are proud of their 
relationship with Washburn Tech in providing a 
world-class learning environment,” said Steve Lehr, 
director, vocational business development, Greenlee. 
“The graduates of the GreenApple program provide 
the local industry and community a solid base of 
well-trained employees for generations to come.”

The lab will serve as a national model for other 
electrician programs.

“As a true national standard for career and technical 
education, NC3 looks forward to hosting many 
benchmarking and visioning tours in Topeka for 
schools from across the country looking to take 
their programs to the next level," said Dan Ramirez, 
director of marketing and development, NC3. 

Photo by Peggy Clark, Washburn University Public Relations
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Class Notes

1960s
Ann (McIntosh) Adrian, b ed 
’67, Newton, Kansas, was named 
a 2018 Alumni Fellow of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 
Washburn University. 
Stephen Jeffery, ba ’63, Nevada 
City, California, celebrated his 
80th birthday by completing 
a 192-mile hike on the Sierra 
Nevada’s Tahoe Rim Trail. 
Jeffery was the eldest member 
admitted to this adventure 
program, which was 24,000-foot 
elevation gain over 11 days.
Leon Smith, jd ’66, Twin 
Falls, Idaho, received the 
Professionalism Award from the 
Idaho State Bar Association for 
his years of service. Smith soon 
will have served 50 years as an 
Idaho attorney.

1970s
Cindy (Herrmann) Baker, ba 
’78, aa ’79, Ozark, Missouri, was 
named Missourian of the Year, 
an honor given by the Missourian 
Award organization.
Joan (Friedstrom) Barker, b ed 
’75, Topeka, Kansas, was recently 
recognized for her 23 years of 
service to the Topeka High 
School Historical Society. 
Roger Falk, ba ’75, jd ’78, 
Wichita, Kansas, was honored 
by Missouri & Kansas Super 
Lawyers 2018. Falk is currently 
with Joseph, Hollander & Craft, 
LLC. 

Gilbert Galle, ba ’70, Pinehurst, 
North Carolina, was named 
a 2018 Alumni Fellow of the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 
Washburn University.
Raùl Guevara, ba ’77, Topeka, 
Kansas, was awarded the 
Chairman’s Excellence Award 
at the Amethyst Level by eXp 
World Holdings.
Sharon Nelson-Palmer, ba ’72, 
Flower Mount, Texas, retired 
from Edward Don & Co. in 
April 2017.
Richard Ross, ba ’71, jd ’75, 
Topeka, Kansas, was named to 
the Topeka West High School 
Hall of Fame.
Mark Yardley, bba ’77, Berryton, 
Kansas, was named a 2018 
Alumni Fellow of the School of 
Business at Washburn University.

1980s
Amy (Sowden) Amason, bba ’82, 
Cornelia, Georgia, was named 
executive vice president for 
development and comprehensive 
campaign director with Drury 
University in Springfield, 
Missouri.
Teresa (Christian) Bingham, 
ba ’86, Plattsburg, Missouri, 
was recently elected to a second 
term as associate circuit judge in 
Clinton County Mission. 
Diane (Hartman) Glynn, bsn 
’80, jd ’85, Topeka, Kansas, was 
named a 2018 Alumni Fellow 
of the School of Nursing at 
Washburn University.

Daron Hall, ba ’89, Ulysses, 
Kansas, was selected as the 
incoming president for the 
governing body of the League 
of Kansas Municipalities. Hall 
formerly served as the Pittsburg 
city manager.
Gerald Kuckelman, ba ’81, 
jd ’85, Atchison, Kansas, was 
appointed to serve as a judge 
for the 1st Judicial District, 
consisting of Leavenworth and 
Atchison counties. 
Jalen O’Neil Lowry, jd ’87, 
Topeka, Kansas, was named 
a 2018 Alumni Fellow of the 
School of Law at Washburn 
University.
Jill (Fischer) Miller, b ed ’89, 
Ozawkie, Kansas, was inducted 
into the Washburn Athletics Hall 
of Fame class of 2018.
Darrell Rodenbaugh, bba ’86, 
Plano, Texas, was named CEO 
of North Texas Performing Arts, 
which is the largest not-for-profit 
youth theater in the country.
Paul Shields, aa ’83, bs ’83, 
Wichita, Kansas, recently retired 
after nearly 34 years from the 
Wichita Police Department, 
finishing his service at the 
rank of lieutenant. During his 
time with the Wichita Police 
Department, Shields served 
as an officer, sergeant and 
lieutenant of Uniformed Patrol; 
officer, sergeant and lieutenant 
as a helicopter pilot; sergeant 
on the Special Community 
Action Team; sergeant with 
the Community Policing Unit; 
lieutenant with the training 
academy; and as lieutenant with 
Special Investigations.

Richard Vaughn, bba ’87, 
Overland Park, Kansas, was 
recently recognized as Alum of 
the Year at the recent founders 
day celebration of Alpha Delta 
fraternity. He currently serves 
as a board member of the Alpha 
Delta alumni association, as well 
as on the Washburn Alumni 
Association board of directors.

1990s
Michelle (White) Bowman, 
jd ’96, Council Grove, Kansas, 
was confirmed as a governor on 
the Federal Reserve Board of 
Governors, representing the St. 
Louis, Missouri, area.
Mark Cowell, jd ’94, Larned, 
Kansas, was ordained as bishop 
of The Episcopal Dioceses of 
Western Kansas. 
Nicole (Olberding) Greenawalt, 
ba ’98, Tuscon, Arizona, is now a 
physician assistant with Southern 
Arizona VA Healthcare.
Karen Anderson-Lain, ba ’97, 
Denton, Texas, earned the North 
Texas Foundation Award for 
Outstanding Lecturer, the high 
university-wide award conferred 
on lecturers at the University of 
North Texas.
Michael Lesser, bs ’93, Topeka, 
Kansas, was named Agent of the 
Year by the Kansas Association 
of Insurance Agents. Lesser owns 
Peoples Insurance Group in 
Topeka.
Heath Martin, ba ’99, Fremont, 
Ohio, was named interim vice 
president of academic affairs at 
East Central College in Union, 
Missouri. 

The Washburn University Alumni Association and Foundation loves to receive your news and updated information,  
and your former classmates are interested in what you have accomplished. Submit your news and updates online at  
wualumni.org/alumninotes or to Ally Burr at aburr@wualumni.org by March 20, 2019, to be included in the spring magazine.
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Robert Nall, ba ’90, Auburn, 
Kansas, was named to the 
Topeka West High School Hall 
of Fame. Nall was also named 
a 2018 Alumni Fellow of the 
Washburn University Institute of 
Technology.
Jennifer Siehndel, ba ’99, 
Overland Park, Kansas, began 
a position as senior field sales 
account executive at Salesforce.
org in September 2018.

2000s
Tawanna (Morris) Black, bpa 
’00, Brooklyn Park, Minnesota, 
was named a 2018 Alumni 
Fellow of the College of Arts and 
Sciences at Washburn University.
Pat Colley, bba ’01, Topeka, 
Kansas, was named to Topeka’s 
Top 20 Under 40 list. Colley 
currently serves as the director 
of risk management, tax, 
compliance, adjustments and 
controls with SE2, LLC.
Vincent Cox, jd ’05, Topeka, 
Kansas, was named to Topeka’s 
Top 20 Under 40 list. Cox 
currently works as an attorney 
with Cavanaugh, Biggs & Lemon 
P.A.
Adam Ennett, bba ’08, Los 
Angeles, California, was 
promoted from vice president of 
lending to chief lending officer 
with USC CU.
Jordan Frieb, ba ’09, Olmitz, 
Kansas, was appointed to the 
U.S. Foreign Service with the 
Department of State. Frieb served 
for more than eight years with 
the U.S. Air Force prior to this 
appointment.
Tyler Goetz, bs ’09, Lawrence, 
Kansas, has joined LMH Health 
in Lawrence as a staff physician.

Katharine (Potter) Hunter, bba 
’06, Lenexa, Kansas, was recently 
promoted to branch manager for 
Dormakaba Americas in Kansas 
City. She is the first woman in 
the company to hold the position 
of branch manager.
Misty (Ribordy) Kruger, ba ’07, 
Topeka, Kansas, was named to 
Topeka’s Top 20 Under 40 list. 
Kruger currently works as the 
director of communications for 
Topeka Public Schools. 
Laura Lewis, ba ’00, jd ’04, 
Meade, Kansas, was appointed 
as a district judge in the 16th 
District of Kansas.
Lauren (Douglass) Mendoza, jd 
’09, Washington, D.C., recently 
transitioned from her position as 
a principal research analyst with 
the Kansas Legislative Research 
Department to serving as a policy 
manager with the First Five Years 
Fund, a D.C.-based nonprofit 
organization which advocates 
for federal investment in early 
childhood education.
Kimberly Rieger, mcj ’03, 
Cumberland Center, Maine, was 
named a 2018 Alumni Fellow of 
the School of Applied Studies at 
Washburn University.

2010s
Samantha Budden, bsn ’11, and 
Richard Budden, bba ’09, jd 
’12, Merriam, Kansas, recently 
welcomed a baby boy in June 
2018.
Iasha Chaudhry, jd ’14, 
Burnaby, Canada, recently joined 
the law firm of Smart & Biggar.
Joshua Conway, jd ’14, Glendale, 
Arizona, is now employed as an 
associate with Lewis Brisbois 
Bisgaard & Smith in Phoenix, 
Arizona.

Leah Coons, ba ’18, Kansas City, 
Kansas, is currently working 
as an account coordinator with 
MMGY Global.
Linda (Lang) Dishman, b ed 
’12, Topeka, Kansas, was the first 
recipient of the Milken Family 
Foundation’s Milken Educator 
Award of 2018-19 and $25,000. 
Brian Dulle, ba ’12, Kansas City, 
Kansas, accepted a position with 
Fox 4 news in Kansas City. Dulle 
previously worked at KSNT for 
five years.
Connor England, bba ’18, 
Topeka, Kansas, was named to 
Topeka’s Top 20 Under 40 list. 
England is an entrepreneur and 
serves as the chair of the Business 
Development Pillar for Forge, a 
young professionals organization 
in Topeka.
Ty Hysten, bba ’11, Topeka, 
Kansas, was named to Topeka’s 
Top 20 Under 40 list. Hysten 
currently works as a financial 
advisor with Valic Financial 
Advisors, Inc. Additionally, 
Hysten serves as chair of Forge, a 
young professionals organization 
in Topeka.
Taylor Ignoto, bsw ’16, 
Thousand Oaks, California, 
was named head coach of the 
women’s basketball program at 
Rock Valley College in Rockford, 
Illinois.
Courtney Kelley, jd ’15, Jenks, 
Oklahoma, was accepted into the 
inaugural class of the Heart of 
America Fellows Institute of the 
American College of Trust and 
Estate Counsel. 
Caleb Reid, bba ’11, Topeka, 
Kansas, is currently employed as 
a staff accountant with Myers & 
Stauffer LC.

Michaela Saunders Wangler, 
mls ’15, Topeka, Kansas, was 
named to Topeka’s Top 20 Under 
40 list. In November, she began 
as communications director 
and assistant to the dean in the 
College of Arts and Sciences at 
Washburn University.
Jamie Sawin-Tiemeyer, as ’11, 
bhs ’12, Marysville, Kansas, is 
now a supervisor of respiratory 
therapy at Republic County 
Hospital.
Jack Van Dam, ba ’17, Wichita, 
Kansas, accepted a position as a 
residence hall coordinator with 
Washburn University Residential 
Living.
Lonnie Walker, Jr., mba ’10, 
Topeka, Kansas, was named to 
Topeka’s Top 20 Under 40 list. 
Walker currently serves as the 
diversity and inclusion program 
manager with FHLBank Topeka.
Courtney (Archdekin) 
Whiteley, jd ’11, Olathe, Kansas, 
has joined Cordell & Cordell 
as a litigation attorney in the 
firm’s office in Independence, 

Missouri. 
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In Memory
1940s
Willard Rexroat, bba ’47, 96, 
Shawnee Mission, Kansas, on 
Oct. 30, 2018
Barbara (Moore) Schnacke, ba 
’48, 92, Overland Park, Kansas, 
on July 19, 2018

1950s
Jack Adams, bba ’50, 94, 
Gladstone, Missouri, on Aug. 
17, 2018
Sarah (Warfel) Belcher 
Whitehead, ba ’54, 98, Topeka, 
Kansas, on Oct. 15, 2018 
Sue (Johnson) Buchanan, bs ’59, 
m ed ’72, 81, Topeka, Kansas, on 
Nov. 16, 2018
Marily (Mankle) Caduff, bs ’53, 
87, Pueblo, Colorado, on June 
1, 2018
Carolyn (Hanson) Decker, b ed 
’58, 81, Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 
6, 2018
David Dewey, jd ’59, 85, 
Wichita, Kansas, on Oct. 20, 
2018
Elmer Epler, bba ’54, 85, 
Colorado Springs, Colorado, on 
June 17, 2018
Frank Fisher, bba ’58, 82, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 25, 
2018
Donald Moore, ba ’51, 90, 
Allentown, Pennsylvania, on 
Sept. 30, 2018
John Shumaker, bba ’59, 81, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Sept. 7, 2018
Keith Sprouse, ba ’59, jd ’62, 84, 
Marysville, Kansas, on Oct. 17, 
2018
Wendell Winkler, jd ’51, 94, 
Wamego, Kansas, on Nov. 4, 
2018
Mildred (Powell) Zirger, ba ’57, 
83, Lenexa, Kansas, on Oct. 13, 
2018 

1960s
Norman Furse, ba ’64, jd ’67, 
WU faculty, 76, Topeka, Kansas, 
on Sept. 4, 2018
Ronald Heck, b ed ’65 jd ’70, 75, 
Westlake Village, California, on 
Sept. 6, 2018
Cecilia (Palmer) Muff, ba ’62, 
78, Robson Ranch, Texas, on 
Sept. 8, 2018
Carol (Carter) Quednow, bsw 
’63, 77, Warner Robins, Georgia, 
on June 24, 2018
Owen Quick, ba ’62, 78, 
Kingston, New York, on Sept. 
19, 2018
Kenneth Reichle, ba ’66, 79, 
Atchison, Kansas, on Sept. 11, 
2018
James Silvia, bba ’68, 78, San 
Antonio, Texas, on Sept. 9, 2018
Dean Smith, jd ’63, 81, Wichita, 
Kansas, on Nov. 18, 2018
Stephen “Steve” Sobiloff, jd ’63, 
Topeka, Kansas, in 2018

1970s
Lawrence Anderson, ba ’79, 68, 
Lecompton, Kansas, on Sept. 10, 
2018
Donell Baker, bba ’71, 70, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 22, 
2018
Robert “Bob” Britting, bba ’70, 
69, Wichita, Kansas, on July 26, 
2018
Jerry Crutchfield, bba ’73, 83, 
Gig Harbor, Washington, on July 
8, 2018
Marie (Logiurato) Dillon, ba 
’74, 82, Olathe, Kansas, on July 
9, 2018
Shirley (Thornton) Gilchrist, 
bba ’70, 70, Topeka, Kansas, on 
Sept. 8, 2018
Daniel Hanley, bs ’73, 67, Little 
Rock, Arkansas, on Aug. 12, 2018

Jon Hybskmann, ba ’71, 69, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Aug. 30, 
2018
Heather (Alward) Irwin, ba ’76, 
74, Port Angeles, Washington, on 
Aug. 29, 2018
Jay Justice, jd ’77, 65, Columbus, 
Ohio, on Sept. 18, 2018
Daniel Linta, bba ’73, 74, 
Wesley Chapel, Florida, on Oct. 
27, 2018
Rito Ortiz, bs ’72, 83, San 
Antonio, Texas, on Aug. 29, 2018

1980s
Evelyn (Court) Anderson, b ed 
’82, WU Faculty, 88, Topeka, 
Kansas, on Sept. 10, 2018
James Caplinger, Jr., jd ’82, 62, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 10, 2018
Lani Darrow, bs ’84, 57, 
Stafford, Virginia, on Oct. 15, 
2018
Ethelyn (Boyer) Davis, bsw ’80, 
92, Topeka, Kansas, on Sept. 6, 
2018
Carol (McRae) Deason, bba 
’84, 77, Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 
17, 2018
Mary Foundopoulos 
Hernandez, ba ’86, 56, Overland 
Park, Kansas, on April 18, 2018
Duane Guy, certificate ’84, 84, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 6, 2018
Michael Hull, jd ’87, 63, 
Chanute, Kansas, on Aug. 26, 
2018
Celeste (Stewart) Hund, aa 
’86, certificate ’86, ba ’04, 57, 
Meriden, Kansas, on Nov. 4, 
2018
Danielle (Cline) Miller, bsn '85, 
63, Ozark, Missouri, on Oct. 27, 
2018 
Viola (Gates) Nott, bsn ’84, 74, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Sept. 22, 
2018

Carol (Schreffler) Wilson, m 
ed ’85, Topeka, Kansas, on Sept. 
17, 2018
Mark Yager, bba ’80, 60, Kansas 
City, Missouri, on Oct. 14, 2018

1990s
Christine (Huske) Barnes, bba 
’94, 68, Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 
29, 2018
Helen (Keeling) Gaither, ba 
’91, 96, Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 
20, 2018
Robert Kunze, bs ’99, 41, 
Milton, Kansas, on Sept. 16, 2018

2010s
John Gordon, certificate ’15, 50, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 29, 2018
Kirk Kutina, stand alone parent 
program ’14, 58, Topeka, Kansas, 
on Oct. 4, 2018
Joshua Mobley, bsn ’10, 34, 
Mission, Kansas, on Nov. 11, 
2018

Friends
Louise (Mock) Bennett, 94, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 28, 2018
Wilma (Dunbar) Flowers, 88, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, on April 4, 
2018
Barbara (Kraus) Mitchell, 93, 
Omaha, Nebraska, on Oct. 11, 
2018
Rachel (Baker) O’Sullivan, WU 
staff, 75, Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 
21, 2018
William Pardue, 72, Topeka, 
Kansas, on Oct. 14, 2018
Martha Ryan, 76, Topeka, 
Kansas, on Sept. 22, 2018
Judith Sasser, WU faculty, 77, 
Topeka, Kansas, on Nov. 9, 2018
Madeline (Quinlan) Stauffer, 
90, Topeka, Kansas, on Oct. 27, 
2018 





ALUMNI TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES

Danube River Cruise
June 4-12, 2019 (Only 5 cabins left)
Fly to Budapest, Hungary, and board Viking River Cruises’ Longship Vilhjalm and experience the legendary 

Danube River. Throughout this extraordinary journey, discover the celebrated landscapes, cities and towns 

in five of Europe’s most enchanting countries: Germany, Austria, Czech Republic, Slovakia and Hungary. 

Explore the sites in Budapest; visit Bratislava, the national capital of Slovakia; enjoy time in Vienna; visit 

the towns of Krems, Durnstein, Melk, Linz and Český Krumlov. Disembark in Passau, Germany, and fly 

home from Munich. Extend your vacation with a pre-cruise stay in Budapest or post-cruise stay in Prague. 

Pricing begins at $4,798 and includes airfare, eight-day cruise, all meals, guided tours with audio headset, 

onboard gratuities and ground transportation.

Scotland and Ireland
Oct. 5-16, 2019 (Sold out. Ask to be put on waiting list)
Your Celtic adventure awaits. Explore the rich culture, immense history and beautiful scenery of Scotland 

and Ireland. Stay in Glasgow, Nairn, Edinburgh, Dublin, Killarney and Bunratty while venturing out to Loch 

Lomond, St. Andrews, Belfast, Blarney, Galway, Clonmacnoise and more. Among other things, cruise Loch 

Ness, sample whisky, take the ferry to Belfast, visit the Titanic Museum, kiss the Blarney Stone and take the 

scenic drive through the Ring of Kerry. Price is $4,450 per person based on two people sharing one room 

and includes airfare, hotel, sightseeing, 18 meals and more.

For more information, contact Susie Hoffmann, director, Alumni Association,  
at susie@wualumni.org or visit www.wualumni.org/alumni-travel.

Leave the planning to us, make new friends and explore the world. Group travel with the Alumni Association 
and Foundation is fun and a great value. An alumni staff member always accompanies the group to ensure 
your trip is enjoyable. Our travel program is a benefit of dues-paid membership in the Alumni Association. 
Not a member? Simply sign up today to receive our periodic travel updates.

In October 2018, 84 Ichabod alumni and friends sailed around the island of Cuba aboard Oceania’s Sirena, making stops in three 
ports of call: Havana, Cienfuegos and Santiago de Cuba.
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Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2019

WASHBURNGIVINGDAY.ORG

How can you get involved?

• Sign up as an Ambassador and promote your 
favorite projects.

• Make your gift on Feb. 6, Washburn's 
birthday.

• Go #AllForWU on your social accounts and 
let all Ichabods know you gave.


